
How to transform your home into the sanctuary you've always dreamed of and avoid costly mistakes

The 7 Step Guide to
creating your dream 
home extension

EOHMA



THE 7 STEPS & WHY YOU SHOULD READ THIS GUIDE

When thinking about refurbishing their home, most people feel totally overwhelmed.
Even homeowners that have a good idea of what they want, often struggle to translate
their needs to their builder. It is easy to spend months thinking about the idea of
refurbishing; flicking through endless magazines, creating idea books... but never
knowing where to start.

My name is Curtis Martyn and I am an Architect and Director of EOHMA Limited a design
studio that specialises in bespoke home extensions and renovation projects. Having
completed a number of designs for many families in the UK’s North West Region I
began to notice that a lot of my clients had very similar questions, so I have created a
free, easy to read guide to help grow your confidence as you plan your project and
avoid costly mistakes in the process. 

I have condensed over 400 hours of consultation, research and thought, into a carefully
crafted document designed to get you motivated and ready to start. The guide
highlights an easy to follow 7 Step Process to help you with everything you need to
know before starting on the exciting journey of transforming your home.

E O H M A  L I M I T E D

1 - Work out your budget

2 - Identify your style 

3 - Appoint your architect

4 - Understand the process 

5 - Get quotes from builders

6 - Construct your project 

7 - Enjoy your home

T H E  7  S T E P S

Kitchen Extension to a Victorian Semi - Detached property in South Manchester

https://www.eohma.com/flixton-architect-projects
https://www.eohma.com/flixton-architect-projects


Investing in your home, whatever your budget, not only adds to the property value but also increases the quality of your
mental, physical and emotional health. When thinking about your budget you need to first decide what the most important
targets are for you personally. This could range from creating a sense of space, increasing daylight and adding functional
storage to create social space for the family. Having a clear idea of your priorities and what a ‘dream home’ looks like to you
is the first steps towards defining your needs and working out a realistic allocation of budget.

STEP 1 : WORK OUT YOUR BUDGET

STEP 5:  GET QUOTES FROM BUILDERS

The plans and information that your Architect provides communicates your ideas and intensions to builders and tradesmen
that you will employ to do the work. It is important to note that whilst planning drawings can be used to get an indicative
price, building regulation plans often provide more detail which enables your builder to quote more accurately. Both plan
sets are also helpful as together they minimise misunderstandings during construction and eliminate the need for you to
explain your design intention to multiple tradesmen. This also means that when it comes to obtaining quotations you can
send the documents to multiple builders and trades via email. 

STEP 2: IDENTIFY YOUR STYLE 

Whether you are going for industrial, modern or classic contemporary, it is important to know what your style preferences
are (or at least what you want to avoid). The truth is, there is no one size fits all to designing your dream home as every
project is different. You will want to put your own stamp on the property, design in particular features and functions that suit
your needs now and in the years to come. How you use your home in 10 years from now may be totally different, so you
probably want to think about that now. Going for a timeless style and future-proofing your home could help you avoid large
changes down the road.  

STEP 3:  APPOINT YOUR ARCHITECT 

The value of having an Architect on your side cannot be overstated as they are able to help you unlock the full potential of
your home. Your Architect will help you to create a set of plans and construction documents that help you to see how your
home layout will work and clearly document your thoughts. An Architect can also provide insight by drawing on the
experience of past projects, explain what is required at each stage in the process and will be aware of how to obtain the
necessary planning consents alongside providing functional and aesthetic recommendations. This combination of expertise
is a valuable investment which has lasting impacts on the quality of the final space you create and at 10-15% of your
construction budget are worth their weight in gold.  

Being as prepared as you can and finding out all the things you need to consider is the first step towards a successful
project. As a homeowner this project is likely the most significant construction project you will undertake, unless your
business is renovating houses. There are rules you need to follow along the way to ensure a smooth project journey and
ensure you don’t get in trouble. Knowing the general process before you start can help you plan for each stage. From a
birds eye view perspective, the typical process includes: 1) Preparation of brief (definition of project), 2) Initial Design, 3)
Developed Design, 4) Planning Application, 5) Building Regulations Application, 6) Construction. 

STEP 4: UNDERSTAND THE PROCESS

STEP 7: ENJOY YOUR HOME 

Now you have completed your project you want to ensure that you have all of the relevant completion documents signed
off and that any builders works are checked to your standard. You have now followed the 7 steps to creating your dream
home extension and all you need to do now is put your feet up and enjoy the hard work you've put in to making your home
everything you ever dreamed of.  

You've done it! 

STEP 6: CONSTRUCT YOUR PROJECT 

Deciding to embark on any type of home project is a significant decision that will impact your day to day life in many ways.
We would always recommend that you use a competent builder to undertake any works to your home as this helps ensure
that you get a quality finish. When planning your build it is important to be aware of how the works could impact your day
to day life. Will you need to relocate for a period? What if the project is delayed, have you budgeted for this? It is common
for projects to run over significantly and we would always recommend allowing for an additional 4 months over the
estimated finish date.  

 C L I C K  H E R E  T O  B O O K  A  F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N  

START YOUR JOURNEY TODAY

E O H M A  L I M I T E D
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https://www.eohma.com/contact-us

